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American Samoa 

ÅUS Territory 

ÅPopulation ~60,000 

Å60 physicians representing multiple specialties 

ÅLBJ Tropical Medical Center 

ÅDepartment of Public Health 



Facilities 



Health 

ÅRanked #1 in BMI by WHO 

ÅChronic disease burden high 

Å80% of population below Federal poverty level 

ÅSalaries are low compared to mainland 

ÅPhysician recruitment is difficult 

ñItôs the ófairestô way to fly: Samoa Air 

becomes worldôs first airline to charge 

passengers by poundò 



Physicians 

Å11 are USMLE certified 

ÅCurrent licensing statute 

ïRequires USMLE certification 

ïLoose guidelines 

ïHospital credentials 

ïMany practicing not meeting requirements 


